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Awards and Achievements.

GAUTHAM BHADRI, son of our members Arun

and Alka Bhadri, ran N Y marathon November
'last year, a distance of 26.2 miles (41 km ) in 6 hrs
and 24 min and raised $ 5550 US dollars for a
¥ charity called LEND A HAND INDIA which helps
“ poor students’ education in India especially in
Karnataka state . They are grateful to all those who
supported him to raise this fund for the good cause.
http://www.lend-a-hand-india.org

Japanada Swamiji has been honoured
with "VijayaShri"
With an ideal motto, "Service to
) Humanity is Service to God",
Swami Japananda  Swamiji,
President of  Ramakrishna
Mission has dedicated his life
¥ for serving the suffering poor of
the backward places like
Pavagada in Tumkur district of Karnataka. Pontiff of Pejawara
Matha, Shri Vishweshwara theerthapadagalu, has bestowed
upon him with the honour "VijayaShri'. In the border Taluk of
Pavagada and surrounding areas of Andhrapradesh, Shri
Japanandaji has identified the poor patients with Leprosy,
Tuberculosis, heart disease and eye diseases, and providing
them with free treatment facilities. Till now he has provided
11,000 eye operations, care and treatment for 3545 Leprosy
patients and 5707 patients with Tuberculosis. He has also
undertaken many programmes of medical care for the poor
and backward people. Shri. Japananda Swamiji is a Life
member of Kannada Balaga U.K.

Dear Friends
We live in Inverness for the last 28 years. We have
reasonable Indian community here. Not often there are
Kannada families in Inverness. Recently we celebrated
Navaratri in October. We had Dasara Gombegalu as part
of the celebrations. Few Indian and Local families were
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD 2010
DR. K. S. BHANUMATHI

Dr.K.S. Bhanumathi, an outstanding alumnus of Bangalore
Medical College, graduated in 1966. After
postgraduate training in UK, she is practicing as a
~ Family Physician in England. was elected to the
General Medical Council, currently serving as an
adjudicator on the Doctors’ fitness to practice. As
a student she was known for her extracurricular activities,
and was an active member of the Drama Troupe of the
college. Carrying with her, her keen interest in kannada
theatre, she became a staunch activist of Kannada language
and culture. She has helped in sustaining and promoting our
culture among the Kannadigas in the UK for the past 27
years through the Kannada Balaga, UK. In recognition of her
work, she was conferred the prestigious “Karnataka
Rajyotsava Award” in 1999, nominated “Asian woman of
achievements” in 2000, conferred the “Global Man “ award
in 2003, Karnataka Governor’s recognition and blessings in
2008.

As the President, she successfully conducted the
first ever “Vishwva Kanndigara Sammelana” outside India in
1988 in the UK. She also conducted successfully the
“SahasrabdiSammelana” in UK in 2000, marking the New
Millennium.  Serving her third term as President of the
Kannada Balaga she organized the memorable
“RajathaMahotsava” of the Kannada Balaga in 2008 in UK.
Her latest effort was organizing the “Yuva Kannadigara
Sammelana” in April 2010 in the UK.

MYSORE GOMBE HABBA

# Mysore Dasara, was started
several centuries ago by the early
{rulers of Wodeyar Dynasty.
*¥ Reflecting the skills of womenfolk
and gaiety associated with famous Dasara festivities,
Gombe Habba is a part of Navaratri during which dolls are
arranged in almost all houses. The festival signifies nine
incarnations of Goddess Durga and children anxiously wait
for this festival. All homes are ‘Open houses’ where children
can walk in, sing songs and get sweets and gifts. However,
artistically arranged dolls with intricate works showcasing
the skills of women are fast disappearing from the
traditional homes. We hope this cultural tradition will be
revived in Kannada homes in the United Kingdom.

OUR DEEPAVALI

CELEBRATIONS AT MIDDLESBROUGH

By Dr. Priyanka Puranik.

On a clear & cool Autumnal day, the North East hosted a
fantastic KB Deepavali function with a great venue, guests
and food. The organisers did a brilliant job with so much
attention to detail. This was particularly evident when it
came to involving the youth and the young at heart! The
youngest enjoyed plenty of raucous activities and even had
special meals. For us older KB members the stalls were a
great idea and my magpie senses were very excited by the
glittery jewellery & mehndi stalls! The photography stall
displayed some stunning images of how beautiful the North
East really is.

All this and | haven't even mentioned the extraordinary
entertainment programme on the stage! I'm sure that all
the youth agree that seeing your parents, aunts & unc les
dancing to old Bollywood hits NEVER gets dull! My favourite
part of the day was hearing the wonderful & enthusiastic
explanation of the meaning of Deepavali by Tarun Kinagi. It
was so lovely to hear one of our youngest participants
grasping the concept of Deepavali so well. | look forward to
the next function!

Some of the landmarks of Middlesbrough:

George Hardwick, M’brough Arch, Wilfred Mannion, HMS Endeavour.
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History

‘My love for Mysore is unending’
- B.L. RICE

Meera lyer, December 13, DHNS (Deccan Herald News Service)

The grandsire of archaeological research in
Karnataka, B L Rice, was also the
Archaeology Department’s first director.
| Born in Bangalore, Rice mastered Kannada
and translated almost 9,000 inscriptions
from the State. His most notable work is the
Epigraphia Carnatica, apart from the Gazetteers, which are still
the go-to books for information about the erstwhile Mysore
State, writes Meera lyer

Although generations of people have enthusiastically delved into
the history of our land, archaeological research in the erstwhile
Mysore State formally began with the establishment of the
Department of Archaeological Research a little over 125 years ago.
And undoubtedly, the granddaddy of archaeological research in
Karnataka is the Department’s first Director, B L Rice.
Benjamin Lewis Rice was born in Bangalore in July 1837 to
academically inclined missionary parents. Benjamin Holt Rice, Lewis
Rice’s father, came to India in 1837 and took just seven months to
master Kannada, going on to even write books in the language.
When the school he was associated with found it difficult to
procure good textbooks, Rev. Rice went ahead and wrote them,
including books on arithmetic, geography, History  and the Bible.
Growing up in such an atmosphere, it is perhaps not too surprising
that young Lewis Rice’s resume reads like an almost impossible
chronicle of achievements. He went to England to study and
returned with a BA in 1860, whereupon he was appointed principal
of Bangalore High School, the precursor to Central College.
Five years later, he was Inspector of Schools for Mysore and Coorg,
and Director of Public Instruction in Mysore and Coorg soon after
(1868). Later, he was also made Chief Census Officer (1881) and
Secretary, Education Department (1883).

Rice distinguished himself in these posts. One of his greatest

achievements was the ‘hobli school system’ that he introduced
during his tenure as Director of Public Instruction, when he was just
31 years old. This attempt to take education to people’s doorsteps
envisaged free village schools administered by local bodies and paid
for by land revenues. Unfortunately, though initially popular, the
lack of trained teachers doomed this educational reform to failure.

Master of languages During his early years of education, Rice
began acquiring fluency in a number of languages. A year after
becoming principal of Bangalore High School, he took the higher
secondary examination in Kannada. He passed, of course, and
followed that up with an examination in Hindi four years later.
Meanwhile, he also learnt Sanskrit. Later, over the course of his
epigraphical work, he also learned Tamil and Grantha, an ancient
script used to write Tamil and  Sanskrit. But he had a special love
for the language of the land where he was born. Historian A

Sundara writes of an incident that occurred eighteen years after

had and moved to

At an exhibition held in London in 1924, Rice met a guide in one of

Rice retired England.
the pavilions who was a Kannadiga. After exchanging pleasantries,
Rice burst out: “Ayya, Kannadadalli matanadonave? Muddada
Kannada kiviya mele biddu thumba dinagaladuvu.” (Shall we speak
in Kannada? It is many days since | heard that sweet language.”)
While he was Inspector of Schools, Rice also set the Kannada
question papers for Bangalore High School students appearing for
the Fine Arts examinations. He appears to have been a hard
taskmaster, for some of his reports note with asperity the poor
standard of Kannada in some of the students!

Tryst with epigraphy. It was during his stint in education that Rice’s
interest in history was piqued. While on tours inspecting schools,
Rice came across many inscriptions written on stone. Around the
the then chief
commissioned someone to take photographs of about 150

same time, commissioner, LB Bowring,
inscriptions, mostly from northern Karnataka. Rice’s tryst with
epigraphy began in 1872 when these photographs were given to

him to translate at his leisure.

Rice fell to the task with gusto. Most of the inscriptions were in
Hale Kannada (Old Kannada) and so had archaic letter forms which
But with
perseverance and the aid of a clever but reluctant Sanskrit and

neither Rice nor any scholars nor priests knew.

Kannada scholar, Rice finally managed to decipher the inscriptions.
In 1879, he brought out the volume Mysore Inscriptions, which
contained translations of these inscriptions. Several more volumes
on inscriptions followed, including books on the inscriptions of
Shravanabelagola, and his magnum opus, Epigraphia Carnatica —
twelve hefty tomes on inscriptions in various parts of Karnataka.
Overall, Rice translated almost 9,000 inscriptions from all over
Karnataka. Rice’s work was the first such intensive and systematic
survey of inscriptions in India. With not just translations, but also
complete transliterations and transcriptions of inscriptions, the
Epigraphia volumes are usually the most frequently-consulted
books on man

Magnum Opuses. Rice’s work on inscriptions slowed down because
the government, impressed with his thorough and methodical
manner of gathering information, also gave him the task of
preparing Gazetteers for the state and for every district. Hence
came about Rice’s other magnum opus, the Mysore Gazetteer, the
first of which was published in 1876, the second in 1897. Like
Epigraphia Carnatica, Lewis Rice’s Gazetteers are still the go-to
books for general and historical information about most cities,
Coorg
The comprehensive information in Rice’s books was based in part

towns and districts in and erstwhile  Mysore.
on detailed questionnaires that Rice sent to Deputy Commissioners
and taluk officials, and partly on his archaeological research tours
around the state. In 1885, for example, the year he was made part-
time Director of Archaeological Research, he spent 215 days

scouring 654 towns and villages for historical relics.
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The next year, he visited four more taluks, then nine more taluks
the following year, and nine more after that...and so on it went.
These archaeological tours on his faithful white pony, often to
remote areas, seem to have been adventures in themselves: In
one of his reports, for example, Rice notes with typical British
understatement, “Some danger was encountered from a large
cobra.” Rice was married to Mary Sophia Garrett, the child of
another missionary in Bangalore. They had ten children and lived
in a large, beautiful bungalow that he built on Sankey Road, which
today houses an up market-boutique.

Remembrance of the past: Rice’s granddaughter, Sheila Bevan,
writes fondly of how, returning from his innumerable tours, Rice
sometimes jokingly enquired of his wife, “And how many children
do we have now, Mary?” In 1906, Rice retired and moved with his
wife to England. But he continued working on revisions of some of
his books. He also set and marked the examinations in Kannada
In April 1927, he
wrote to his friend and protégé, the distinguished archaeologist R

literature for students of London University.

Narasimhachar, “Remember me to those who still enquire about
me. My love for Mysore is unending.” Lewis Rice is indeed well-
remembered

and deservedly eulogised by historians as

shasanapitamaha — the grandsire of inscriptions.
Rice Route:

*Douglas Rice, a retired English teacher and his family visited
Mysore in November last year, and participated in an interaction
organised by the Department of Ancient History and Archaeology,
at Manasagangothri.
* Speaking at the interaction, Douglas recalled that his grandfather

University of Mysore,
H D Lewis was a civil engineer in the erstwhile Mysore State.
the of B L

* H D Lewis, according to Douglas, lived on the first floor of a

Douglas Rice is great grandson Rice.

bungalow which is now known as Hotel Metropole in Mysore.

MY IMPRESSION ON DEEPAVALI CELEBRATIONS

6 NOVEMBER 2010

From: Graham Henderson, Vice Chancellor,
University of Tee Side.

Dear Shrivatsa
Sorry for the delay in responding. | have a somewhat hectic week
since | saw you all last Saturday, but | had not forgotten my
promise to write a few ‘reflective’ words, so here goes....
“It was a great personal honour and privilege for my wife, Joan,
and | to be invited to join the Depavali celebrations and to have
the opportunity to be part of welcoming everyone to
Middlesbrough.

Having never attended an event of this type in the past,
our lasting memory will be of an event characterised by

friendliness, companionship and pride in your ‘roots’ and your
culture. The atmosphere, the beautiful and colourful costumes,
the fun, the involvement of people of all ages and the quality of
the singing, dancing and cultural performances were all
memorable, and we feel very privileged to have been able to join
you and your guests for the day.

We were also enormously impressed by the confidence of
your young people, their enthusiasm and willingness to
participate, and their clear appetite for learning. From the very
young children who spoke, sang, danced and ‘took to the catwalk’
to the generation of students and young graduates they are a
great credit to you all and | commend you for the very positive
attitude that you all take to the benefits of education as a platform
for future success.

The commitment of your members to taking these
regular opportunities to share so many aspects of your culture is
to be commended and for Joan and | to be able to sample that
with you was a great experience. The food, the entertainment and
the warm reception we were given will stay with us for a long time
and | would like to wish you and all o your members all the very
best for the future”.

Hope this is of some help
Best wishes
Graham
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OBITUARY:

Bharat Ratna Pandit Bhimsen Joshi (83yrs) afteralong
illness died on 24th January 2011 at Sahyadri
hospital in Pune. Thousands of people queued up
% to pay their respects. Artists across India described
Bl the loss as the sunset of Indian music. Calling him
a doyen of Hindustani classical music, President
“ Pratibha Patil said “The nation

Has lost one of the greatest and most popular classical vocalist”.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said, “l join music lovers across
the world in mourning the demise of this music iconic vocalist. In

”

towering musical genius.....”. Born to a Kannada Brahmin family in
was initiated into classical music by legendary musician Sawai
Gandharva. He left home at the age of 11 to find himself a guru.
His first wife Sunanda died in 1992 and they had 2 sons and 2
daughters. Joshi then married Vatsala Mudholkar and they had 2
sons and a daughter. Joshi also lent his voice to Bollywood. He
playbacked for many Hindi movies like Basant Bahar (1956) with
MannaDev, “Birbal My Brother”(1973 and Ankahee”(1985). Pandit
Bhimsen Joshi was a life member of Kannada Balaga
U.K. Members of Kannada Balaga U.K pray Peace to the departed
Soul and strength to his family to bear the loss.

Mr. M.P. Prakash

Prakash (71yrs) breathed his last around 4.30 am on Wednesday
the 9th February 2011. He is survived by his wife
Rudramba, a son and three daughters. He was
first diagnosed with colon cancer two years ago.
He had recovered in recent months and used to
participate in Congress party meetings. But he was
hospitalised again on February 6, following breathlessness.

Prakash was indeed out of ordinary in State politics. He was a
socialist, a theatre personality, writer and an actor. He began his
career as an advocate in Bellary and was elected to the Assembly
from Hadagali in Bellary for the first time in 1983, the year when
the first non-Congress government came to power in Karnataka
under Ramakrishna Hegde. Since then, he became a minister
whenever Janata Party/Janata Dal came to power. He was in the
Cabinet of Hegde, S R Bommai, Deve Gowda, J H Patel, Dharam
Singh and H D Kumaraswamy. Prakash handled different portfolios
including Information, Kannada and Culture, Transport, Rural
Development and Panchayat Raj, Tourism, Revenue and Home. For
a brief period, he was the deputy to the then chief minister
Dharam Singh in the Congress-JD(S) coalition government. At a
very young age, he was influenced by the socialist movement.
Prakash was instrumental in setting up many institutions of
cultural importance. As minister for Kannada and Culture, he
launched Karnataka Nataka Rangayana, the only government-run
repertory, in Mysore.As a minister from Bellary district, he played a
major role in setting up the Kannada University in Hampi.
He built an open-air theatre in Hadagali. Prakash also played a role
in the movie Avasthe, based on U R Ananthamurthy’s novel, which
featured the life of socialist Shantaveri Gopalagowda. Making the
best use of his free time, he translated Utpal Dutt’s popular play
Surya Shikari. He also translated Portuguese traveller Domingo
Paes’ account of Hampi. MR. M.P. PRAKASH ATTENDED THE
‘FIRST EVER VISHVA KANNADIGARA SAMMELANA’ that was held
by Kannada Balaga U.K during the Bank Holiday week- end in

his passing away, the nation and the music world has lost a |

Gadag town in northeren Karnataka, Joshi lost his mother early. He |f

August 1988. He gave an erudite lecture during the Sammelana
that was well received by the dignitaries like Shri Shivaram
Karanth, Shri Nittoor Srinivasa Rao, Shri Bommai the Chief
Minister of Karnataka and the audience. Kannada Balaga U.K pray
peace to the departed Soul and strength to his family to bear the
loss.
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